i

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE News Release
OF ARCHITECTS

L)

-5
H
%

(1)
=
o~

“LAS VEGAS DECLARATION” SIGNED BY PRESIDENTS OF INTERNATIONAL
ARCHITECTURAL INSTITUTES AT RECENT AIA CONVENTION

Declaration Calls for Responsible Resource Management and Reduction of Atmospheric Pollution

Contact: Cara Battaglini
202.616.7462

carab@aia.org
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
WASHINGTON, June 22, 2005—The American Institute of Architects (AIA) announces the signing of the Las Vegas
Declaration by 16 of the world’s architectural institutions. The declaration, signed during The International
Presidents’ Forum, a meeting held annually during the AIA National Convention, recognizes the great responsibility
placed on the architecture profession to do all it can to influence a major reduction in the level of carbon emissions
that result from the creation and life-cycle of the built environment.

Beginning in 2002 at the AIA National Convention in Charlotte, North Carolina and each year since, approximately a
dozen presidents of national, regional or international architects associations attend the International Presidents’
Forum. The Forum was created to allow an opportunity for informal, broad-reaching consultation and information
sharing among the leaders of the international architecture community. This meeting allows not only the AIA
President to spend time with visiting international leaders, but for the leaders to spend time together in a multi-lateral
discussion.

It was clear that the presidents attending the Forum in Las Vegas shared many concerns, foremost among them a
desire to promote sustainability and responsible stewardship of resources in the architecture and construction
industries. They decided that it was important to use the opportunity offered by this gathering to speak with one voice
to the global architecture community. George Ferguson, President of the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA),
took the lead in drafting a statement that was agreed to by all the presidents.

The agreement in its entirety is included below along with the full names of the leaders who signed it.
The Las Vegas Declaration

We the undersigned, Presidents of our respective national architectural institutes, agree to give priority to the vital
issue of climate change. We recognize the great responsibility that we have as a profession to do all we can to
influence a major reduction in the level of carbon emissions from the built environment.

We commit ourselves to setting an example through the careful management of resources within our own
organizations and encouraging our members and clients to do so in respect to their projects. We also agree to engage
with our respective governments to help influence relevant legislation and fiscal measures to radically reduce the
pollution of the earth’s atmosphere and the consequent threat to life and the natural environment.

Douglas L Steidl, FAIA
President, The American Institute of Architects

Yolanda D. Reyes
Chairman, Architects Regional Council of Asia (ARCASIA)
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José Manuel Reachi Mora
Federacion de Colegios de Arquitectos de la Republica Mexicana (FCARM)

Gabriel Durand-Hollis, FAIA
President, Panamerican Federation of Architects Associations (FPAA)

Francisco Méndez Ugalde
President, Costa Rica Institute of Architects (CACR)

Yoshiaki Ogura
President, Japan Institute of Architects (JIA)

Seok Woo Yoon
President, Korean Institute of Architects (KIA)

Yael Kinsky, AIA
President, The Israeli Association of Independent Architects (IAIA)

Robert Nation, FRAIA
President, Royal Australian Institute of Architects (RAIA)

Yves Gosselin, FRAIC
President, Royal Architectural Institute of Canada (RAIC)

George Ferguson
President, Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA)

Endorsed by:

Jose Luis Cortes
Vice President Region 11, The Americas, International Union of Architects (UIA)

Louise Cox, LFRAIA
Vice President Region 1V, Asia and Oceania, International Union of Architects (UIA)

Frank M. Guillot, AIA
President, National Council of Architectural Registration Boards (NCARB)

Robert A. Odermatt, FAIA
President, National Architectural Accrediting Board (NAAB)

Rafael Longoria
President, Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture (ACSA)

About The American Institute of Architects

Since 1857, the AIA has represented the professional interests of America’s architects. As AIA members, over 74,000
licensed architects, emerging professionals, and allied partners express their commitment to excellence in design and
livability in our nation's buildings and communities. Members adhere to a code of ethics and professional conduct that

assures the client, the public, and colleagues of an AIA-member architect's dedication to the highest standards in
professional practice.

AIlA Media Relations

1735 New York Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006-5292
Telephone: 202-626-7467
Facsimile: 202-626-7365
E-mail: media@aia.org



